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Tuesday, 18 October 2016 

 

Introductory Statement to the Fifth Committee 

 

 

Agenda Item 134:  Programme budget: biennium 2016-2017 

 

Report of the Secretary-General on implementation of the recommendations 

of the Board of Auditors contained in its reports on the capital master plan 

ended 31 December 2015 (A/71/331) 

 

Mr. Mario Baez, Chief, Policy and Oversight Coordination Service 

Office of the Under-Secretary-General, Department of Management 

 

 

Mr. Chairman,  

Distinguished delegates,  

 

 

 On behalf of Mr. Yukio Takasu, Under-Secretary-General for Management, 

I have the honour to introduce the report of the Secretary-General on the 

implementation of the recommendations of the Board of Auditors contained in its 

reports on the capital master plan (A/71/331).  

 

The present report is submitted in response to paragraph 18 of General 

Assembly resolution 70/239 that requested to report annually on the capital master 

plan until the final close out of the accounts. 

 

The Secretariat has made every effort to ensure compliance with the General 

Assembly’s request with regard to the implementation of oversight 

recommendations. This includes prioritizing and setting timeframes for 

implementation of the Board’s recommendations, as well as identifying the office 

holders who are responsible for implementation and providing explanations for 

delays in the implementation of recommendations from prior periods. 

 

The Administration has accepted all the recommendations of the Board. The 

present report provides the comments of the Administration as well as updates on 

the status of implementation of each recommendation, the department responsible 

and the estimated completion date. It also provides information on the status of 
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implementation for recommendation of prior periods which have not been fully 

implemented. 

 

With regard to prioritization, the Board categorizes the most important 

recommendations as “main” recommendations. While all accepted 

recommendations of the Board of Auditors will be implemented in a timely 

manner, the main recommendations will be given a high priority. 

 

In respect to the status of the five new recommendations issued by the Board 

as of August 2016, two have been implemented and three recommendations are in 

progress, of which one is scheduled for implementation by the end of 2016 and one 

by the end of 2018, and one is of an ongoing nature. 

 

In respect to the implementation of the recommendations issued by the 

Board relating to prior periods, of the 11 extant recommendations, three (27 per 

cent) have been fully implemented as of June 2016, seven (64 per cent) were in 

progress and one (9 per cent) had been closed by the Board. 

 

Finally, please allow me, Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, to express 

on behalf of the Secretary-General the sincere appreciation to the Board of 

Auditors for the constructive spirit in which it discharges its oversight function.  

We remain confident that our commitment to the timely and thorough 

implementation of the Board’s recommendations will contribute to the improved 

management of resources and improved efficiency of the United Nations 

Secretariat. 

 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 


